
Picture Portfolio 4: Journey to Jerusalem 

 

The favored route for pilgrims traveling from Galilee to Jerusalem was through Samaria. There 

were more small towns along the way. 

 



 

The hill of Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom, apparently reaching a size of 150 acres 

(as large as Jerusalem in Hezekiahôs time). Samaria is well situated with steep slopes on all sides 

 

Israelite Acropolis 

Ruins of the Israelite capital on the hill of Samaria.  



 

Once forced away from Samaria, the alternate route was the Jordan Valley. The terrain west of 

the valley was very rugged and turned to desert as you proceeded south. Traveling the Jordan 

valley, there is a break in the western mountain ridge at Jericho that allowed you to approach 

Jerusalem. Anyone traveling from the east to Jerusalem, passed through Jericho. 

  



 

The Jordan River Valley and the steep, rugged ridge to the west. 

  



 

 

Above: Approaching the Jericho area, which was an oasis and ideal travel stop for pilgrims. 

Below: Jericho today. 

  



 

Approaching Jerusalem from Jericho. The Mount of Olives is in the foreground. Jerusalem with 

its Temple Mount (marked by the Golden Dome) is at the top of the picture. 

 

 

 

 

S. Csontos, February 12, 2016. 


